
Quick Comparison Guide

SAT ACT
 

Writing & Language (35 min) 
Math (80 min) 

Reading (65 min 
Optional Essay (50 min)

We recommend doing the essay  
as most schools will require it.

Total:  
3hrs or 3hrs 50min w/essay 

1 hr SAT Subject tests are available 

FORMAT

English (45 min) 
Math (60 min) 

Reading (35 min) 
Science (35 min) 

Optional Essay (40 min)

We recommend doing the essay  
as most schools will require it.

Total:  
2hrs 55 min or 3hrs 40min w/essay

Score Range: 400 - 1600

Each test section is scored 200 - 800 
(the reading and writing sections are combined)

Penalties: No penalty or point deductions 
for wrong or blank answers.

SCORING

Range: 1 - 36

Each writing domain is scored 2 - 12

Penalties: No penalty or point deductions 
for wrong or blank answers.

Without Essay: $47.50

With Essay: $64.50

Late Registration: $29

Fee waivers are available and can cover late 
registration fees. Check to see if your school offers 

the SAT for free. 

COSTS

Without Essay: $50.50

With Essay: $67

Late Registration: $30

Fee waivers are available but do not cover late 
registration fees. Check to see if your school offers 

the ACT for free. 

Register here: collegeboard.org

Deadline: About 4 weeks before test day

Frequency: Offered 7 times per year

You’ll Need: Set up a collegeboard.org 
account, credit card or fee waiver code, 

personal information as shown on your gov. 
ID, & a photo of yourself.

Photos must meet specific requirements

HOW TO 
REGISTER

Regiser here: actstudent.org

Deadline: About 5 weeks before test day

Frequency: Offered 7 times per year

You’ll Need: Set up a actstudent.org 
account, credit card or fee waiver code, 

personal information as shown on your gov 
ID, high school code, & a photo of yourself.

Photos must meet specific requirements

Your Free Digital College & Job Advisor

Get Schooled helps young people get to 
college, find first jobs, and succeed in both.

Follow us

@getschooled

Text “HELLO”
to 33-55-77
for 1-on-1 text help.


